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Respondent demographics:

 Primary language spoken at home: 93.93% speak English (n=418), 1.57% speak Haitian Creole (n=7), and
3.37% speak Spanish (n=15).

« Respondent residence: 65.24% of respondents were from New Castle County (N=289), and half of those in
New Castle County were from the City of Wilmington. 20.32% were from Kent County (n=90). 14.45% were
from Sussex County (N=64).

« Child care setting: A quarter of respondents have their children in center-based and school-based care
(26% and 25%, respectively).

« Household income: 10% of respondents reported less than S30K (n=43), 24% of respondents make
S30-S55K (n=103), 34% of respondents make $56-$88K (n=146), and 31% of respondents make more than
S88K (n=133).

**This survey was conducted between 9/13/2023 and 10/10/2023. There were 445 responses in total, responses varied, with most parents answering most questions, and
where responses were provided they were included in the results. All responses are from Delaware parents with children ages 0-12.**

For the survey/research, we selected three thresholds for income:
e $30,000 is equal to 100 percent of the Federal Poverty Level for a family of four, and is the income threshold where families begin to lose access to ECAP (state funded
pre-k for ages 0-5).
e $55,000 is equal to 185 percent of Federal Poverty Level for a family of four, and is where families lose access to Purchase of Care Subsidy for ages 0-12.
e $88,000 is approximately the “basic survival budget” for a family of four in Delaware, or the income level necessary to be able to afford the basics (rent, food, gas, and

child care).



https://dhss.delaware.gov/dss/childcr.html
https://dhss.delaware.gov/dss/childcr.html
https://dhss.delaware.gov/dss/childcr.html
https://www.epi.org/resources/budget/

DELAWARE FAMILY SURVEY FINDINGS SUMMARY

 Child care is difficult to access and afford; 26%

o Nearly half of the respondents reported that the cost of child care was greater than their car payments, groceries, and utilities
(when considered separately). More than one-third said that the cost of child care was more expensive than their mortgage
payment or rent and their college tuition or loan payments (when considered separately).

o Lack of child care continues to hold Delaware workforce and economy back
o Almost all (96%) of respondents who said that they struggled to afford/access child care said they would improve their lives in
some way (start a business, get a job, enroll in school, and/or pick up more hours) if they were able to afford/access child care.
= 60% said they would get a job and/or pick up more hours or move from part time to full time employment if they could
afford/access child care.
= 18% said they would enroll in college or postsecondary education if they could afford/access child care.
« Working families are among those most impacted
o The number of respondents who report that they cannot afford to pay their other bills due to the high cost of child care increases
from a quarter (25%) to nearly a third (31%) for families who make $S88,000 or less.
o Families struggle to find and afford a program
o 44% of all respondents selected at least one of the "cannot" statements (i.e., | cannot find a program that has room, | cannot find a
program that meets the needs of my schedule, | cannot afford to send my child to a program). When looking just at the
respondents who struggle to afford/access childcare, that percent increases to 70%
« When they could find and afford it, there are many attributes parents value in child care:

o For the most part, all of the options listed (consistent relationship, quality of staff, quality of programming, classroom
environment, multicultural programming/diversity, respective/inclusive of my child/children’s culture, connections to other
services/resources, opportunities for socialization) were valued more or less equally.



Most respondents had at least one child in each age category (0-5 and 6-12).
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**153 respondents only have child(ren) aged O-5 and 115 only have child(ren) aged 6-12. 178 have at least one child in both age ranges.**
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**Respondents could select all that apply, therefore percentages may not add up to 100**
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**Respondents could select all that apply, therefore percentages may not add up to 100**
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| am in debt, at least in | cannot afford to pay | struggle to None of the

part, due to the high my other bills due to the afford/access child care above

cost of child care high cost of child care
**Respondents could select all that apply, therefore percentages may not add up to 100**
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time

**Respondents could select all that apply, therefore percentages may not add up to 100**
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Start a business Get a job Enroll in college or Pick up more hours or move from None of the

postsecondary education part-time to full-time employment above
**Respondents could select all that apply, therefore percentages may not add up to 100**
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Consistent Quality Quality of Classroom Multicultural Respectful/inclusive Connections to Opportunities for Other
relationship with of staff programming environment programming/ of my other services socialization
caregivers diversity child/children’s and resources
culture

**Respondents could select all that apply, therefore percentages may not add up to 100**






