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Student Performance on 
State and National Assessments



Throughout a student’s educational journey, tests become a familiar sight. 
Each year, students and educators take the time to gauge academic progress 
through a series of assessments covering a range of subjects and jurisdictions, 
from the local school and district level, all the way up to international 
measures. This report focuses on three key assessments: Smarter Balanced, 
the SAT, and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

Smarter Balanced is Delaware’s statewide assessment, measuring 
student progress toward the state’s academic standards. These standards 
define what students should know and be able to do, serving as shared goals 
for teaching and learning.

The SAT is a nationally administered exam that Delaware requires for 
all 11th graders, serving both as the state’s high school accountability 
assessment and as a college-readiness indicator. Delaware is one of 
the few states in the country in which all students take the SAT, effectively 
lowering its average when compared to other states, where only the top-
performing students opt to take the test.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), often called 
the Nation’s Report Card, is administered by the U.S. Department 
of Education. It provides a nationally comparable measure of student 
achievement, allowing Delaware’s results to be viewed alongside other states 
and national averages.

This edition focused on academic proficiency, and we acknowledge that we 
can, and should, look at student performance more holistically. The Delaware 
Student Success Framework (DSSF) includes student growth as well as a 
range of other measures like college and career readiness. We look forward to 
including more comprehensive measures in future iterations of At A Glance, 
and previous editions cover a broad range of measures including attendance, 
engagement, on track for graduation, pre-k participation, and mental health.

How Assessments Work in Delaware

https://education.delaware.gov/educators/school-operations/measuring_school_performance/
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Source: Department of Education (2025), Student Assessment Performance, Delaware Open Data

Delaware Student 
Proficiency Snapshot

State Assessments: 
Smarter Balanced and SAT
A handful of state-level testing programs exist in 
Delaware. The Smarter Balanced assessment, 
which captures the critical areas of English Language 
Arts (ELA) and math, is administered in grades 
3–8. At the high school level, 11th grade students 
take the SAT, which serves as Delaware’s state 
accountability measure while providing students with 
a score to report to prospective colleges.

Percentage of Students in 
Grades 3, 8, and 11 Scoring 
At or Above Proficiency, 2025

Smarter Balanced
3rd Grade

Smarter Balanced
8th Grade

SAT
11th Grade

39%

41%
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English Language Arts

English Language Arts

Math

Math

Math

https://data.delaware.gov/Education/Student-Assessment-Performance/ms6b-mt82/data_preview
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76%

70%
English Language Arts

Math

Smarter Balanced
SEE 5-Year 
(2030) Goals

88%

70%
English Language Arts

Math

Smarter Balanced
SEE 10-Year
(2035) Goals

Note: Delaware replaced the 11th grade Smarter Balanced Assessment with the SAT in 2016, 
meaning no data was captured in 2015. Smarter Balanced assessments were not held in 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Source: Department of Education (2025), Student Assessment Performance, Delaware Open Data

Delaware Ten Year 
Student Proficiency Trends

Percentage of All Students Scoring At 
or Above Proficiency, 2015-2025​

Smarter English Language Arts SAT English Language Arts

Smarter Math SAT Math

Student Equity and Excellence 2035 (SEE 2035) 
is Delaware’s 10-year strategic vision for public education 

released by the Vision Coalition.
For more information, visit www.visioncoalitionde.org.
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No data available the year.

https://data.delaware.gov/Education/Student-Assessment-Performance/ms6b-mt82/data_preview
https://visioncoalitionde.org/
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Note: A dash indicates that there was not sufficient sample size to record data

Source: Department of Education (2025), Student Assessment Performance, Delaware Open Data

Smarter Balanced and SAT 
Proficiency by Student Group 

Race and Ethnicity

ALL STUDENTS

41%
34%

47%

18%

ASIAN AMERICAN

73% 73%
80%

60%

BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN

22% 18%
32%

8%

HISPANIC OR LATINO

30% 23%
32%

10%

MULTI-RACIAL

42%
34%

52%

20%

NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR 
OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER

48%
39% 38%

-

NATIVE AMERICAN

33%
23%

43%

-

WHITE OR CAUCASIAN

54% 47%
63%

27%

Percent of All Students Scoring At or Above Proficiency by Race, 2025

Smarter English Language Arts SAT English Language Arts

Smarter Math SAT Math

Asian students score highest across all tests; Black and Hispanic students remain below 35% proficiency.

https://data.delaware.gov/Education/Student-Assessment-Performance/ms6b-mt82/data_preview
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Source: Department of Education (2025), Student Assessment Performance, Delaware Open Data

Smarter Balanced and SAT 
Proficiency by Student Group 

Disability, Low-Income, 
and Multilingual Learner Status

Smarter English Language Arts SAT English Language Arts

Smarter Math SAT Math

ALL STUDENTS

41% 34%
47%

18%

LOW-INCOME STUDENTS

24%
17%

29%

6%

STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES

12% 10% 10%
2%

MULTILINGUAL 
LEARNER STUDENTS

15% 15%
5% 2%

Percent of All Students Scoring At or 
Above Proficiency by Disability, Low-Income, 
and Multilingual Learner Status, 2025

Low-income students and multilingual learners continue to score below state averages.

Source: SAT participation

In contrast, 21 states have 25% or fewer of their students 
taking the SAT. Delaware’s average performance tends to be 
lower than the national average.

Delaware is one of nine states where 
90% or more of students take the SAT.

https://data.delaware.gov/Education/Student-Assessment-Performance/ms6b-mt82/data_preview
https://www.ontocollege.com/average-sat-score/
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Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress Data Explorer

Note: NAEP state rankings are based on average scale scores derived from an Item Response Theory-based assessment-not 
proficiency percentages. NAEP - 2015 Mathematics & Reading - Reading - State Achievement Level Results

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is conducted every two years and provides a nationally 
comparable measure of student achievement. While Delaware’s NAEP performance saw steady gains in the 1990s through 
2010s that put its performance at or near the national average, the state has seen a decline in the last decade, such that the 
2024 results position the state in the bottom ten nationally across both 4th and 8th grade reading and math.

How Delaware Compares to the Nation

National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP)

Delaware’s NAEP State Rankings, 2024

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

MATH

READING
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Point
Change

2024
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214

257
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Notes

+24 pts from 1990

+11 pts from 1990

No statistical 

difference 

from 1992

National Scores
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Delaware Scores

NAEP is a countrywide assessment for 

K-12. 

The assessment—which captures student 

pro�ciency in math and English Language 

Arts in fourth and eighth grades—revealed 

declines in national reading performance 

across the board between 2022 and 2024. 

In math, national performance among 

fourth graders improved, with Delaware 

showing the largest improvement in 

comparison to any other state. 

While Delaware has seen improvement at 

the fourth grade level, the state still has 

yet to recover to pre-pandemic 

performance levels and is signi�cantly 

below the national average.

Source: The Nation's Report Card (2025). State Profiles: Delawarehttps://www.nationsreportcard.gov/pro�les/statepro�le/overview/DE?cti=PgTab_OT&sub=MAT&chort=2&st=MN&s�=NP&sj=DE
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49th

49th
NAEP 8th Grade Reading

NAEP 8th Grade Math

NAEP 8th Grade Ranks

43rd

45th
NAEP 4th Grade Reading

NAEP 4th Grade Math

NAEP 4th Grade Ranks

While NAEP is a valuable benchmark, it is not without caveats. It is a 
sample-based test (meaning not all students take it) and scores may not 
fully capture all aspects of student learning or state-specific standards. 
This assessment has a higher bar for proficiency and does not completely 
align with Delaware’s standards. 

The +7 point improvement in 4th grade math was the 
largest improvement in the nation from 2022-24.

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/NDE
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/reading_math_2015/#reading/state/acl?grade=4
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Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress Data Explorer

Note: A dash indicates that there was not sufficient data to report. 

NAEP reports both average scale scores and achievement levels (Basic, Proficient, Advanced). 
The Proficient level is defined by the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) as “solid academic 
performance,” but it is widely recognized as a higher bar than state definitions of grade-level proficiency.

NAEP Average 
Scores by Student Group

Race and Ethnicity

Average Score of Delaware Students by Race, 2024

ALL STUDENTS

223

263

210
249

ASIAN AMERICAN

264
303

233

286

BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN

220
245

197

238

HISPANIC OR LATINO

223

257

198

242

MULTI-RACIAL

235
267

210
245

NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR 
OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER

- - - -

NATIVE AMERICAN

- - - -

WHITE OR CAUCASIAN

245 277

222

260

NAEP 4th Grade Math NAEP 4th Grade Reading

NAEP 8th Grade Math NAEP 8th Grade Reading

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/NDE
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Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress Data Explorer

Note: NAEP reports results for economically disadvantaged and English learner students. In Delaware, 
these groups are more commonly referred to as low-income students and multilingual learners (MLL). 
For consistency, this graph uses the Delaware terminology.

NAEP reports both average scale scores and achievement levels (Basic, Proficient, Advanced). The 
Proficient level is defined by the National Assessment Governing Board (NAGB) as “solid academic 
performance,” but it is widely recognized as a higher bar than state definitions of grade-level proficiency. 

NAEP Average 
Scores by Student Group

Disability, Low-Income, 
and Multilingual Learner Status

Average Score of Delaware Students by Disability, 
Low-Income, and Multilingual Learner (MLL) Status, 2024
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https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/NDE


Delaware’s assessment results provide important insights into how 
students are performing in literacy and numeracy. While these data 
points do not capture the full picture of student learning, they highlight 
persistent challenges in these two key learning areas. 

State and national partners continue to focus on strengthening 
foundational skills and ensuring that every student has the support 
needed to succeed. For more details, including some Delaware bright 
spots and additional data, check out the resources below.

Statement on Delaware Test Scores (August 2025)

Statement on NAEP Test Scores (January 2025)

Delaware Report Card

NAEP Data Explorer

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)

Additional Resources

https://news.delaware.gov/2025/08/15/delaware-test-scores-show-pockets-of-progress-but-literacy-emergency-remains
https://news.delaware.gov/2025/01/30/governor-meyer-and-secretary-of-education-marten-issues-statements-on-naep-scores
https://reportcard.doe.k12.de.us
https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/NDE
https://www.oecd.org/en/about/programmes/pisa.html 

